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Village of Sherman Awning: Historical Significance 
As a result of the two significant fires and the 
threat of flooding, the primary buildings on 
the commercial artery along Main Street were 
eventually reconstructed in brick. Rebuilding 
continued throughout the late 1800s in 
Sherman as a result of these devastating fires, 
constructing new buildings in the established 
framework of streets and lot divisions, but 
property owners largely constructed their 
replacement structures in brick for it’s improved 
fire resistance. This is the era in which the 
buildings along the north side of Main Street 
were reconstructed, following their loss in 
1860s. These buildings were all constructed 
between 1877 and 1881 and were done in 
a simple commercial Italianate style with 
elaborate bracketed cornices atop each block. 
Eventually by the late 1880’s, a continuous 
porch was constructed across the front of all the 
brick commercial buildings along the north side 
of Main Street, protecting pedestrian shoppers 
from the harsh snow and rain, and also acting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The north side of Main Street, ca. 1900 

as a place to tie up horses and wagons. 
 

The north side of Main Street, ca. 1923 
 

March 10, 1917, on Main Street in Sherman 

The north side of Main Street, looking NW, ca. 1890s-1900s 
 

Sanborn map of the Village of Sherman 1886 
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Village of Sherman Awning: Proposed Renovations 
The existing roofed passageway is 
commonly referred to as the awning and 
is over the pedestrian walkway on Main 
Street. It doesn’t currently follow any 
written design guidelines for signage and 
lighting. Because of that, the businesses 
under and around the awning structure 
have placed different sizes and types of 
signage in various locations along the 
awning area. 

 
For the care and improvement of the 
existing awning area, the proposed 
rendering shows the suggested location 
and the standard signs proposed, where 
businesses can include their name and 
additional information (phone number 
and / or hours). 

 
 
 

Existing pedestrian walkway awning structure 
 
 

Proposed awning structure with skylight 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposed overall front elevation 

Proposed front elevation 
 

Proposed front elevation 
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